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Ruthenian language 


Ruthenian or Old Ruthenian (also see other names) was the group 
of varieties of East Slavic spoken in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania 
and later in the East Slavic territories of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth. The written form is also called Chancery Slavonic 
by Lithuanian and Western European linguists.^ 

Scholars do not agree whether Ruthenian was a separate language, or 
a Western dialect or set of dialects of Old East Slavic, but it is agreed 
that Ruthenian has a close genetic relationship with it. Old East 
Slavic was the colloquial language used in Kievan Rus' (10th-13th 
centuries).^ Dialects of Ruthenian slowly developed into modern 
Belarusian, Rusyn and Ukrainian languages. 


Nomenclature 


In modern texts, the 
language in question is 
sometimes called "Old 

Ukrainian" or "Old Belarusian" (Ukrainian: CTapoyKpa'iHCbKa MOBa) 
and (Belarusian: CTapadenapycKan MOBa). As Ruthenian was always 
in a kind of diglossic opposition to Church Slavonic, this vernacular 
language was and still is often called prosta(ja) mova (Cyrillic 
npocra(fl) MOBa), literally "simple speech". 

Names in contemporary use 

■ Ruthenian (Old Belarusian: pycKn esbiicb) - by the contemporaries, but, generally, not in 
contemporary Russia. 

■ (variant) Simple Ruthenian or simple talk (Old Belarusian: npocTbin pycKnn (n3biK) or 
npocTan MO/iBa, npocTa MOBa) - publisher Grigoriy Khodkevich (16th century). 
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A fragment from the 1588 
codification of Lithuanian law, which 
regulated the official use of the 
"ruskiy" language^ 
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Ruthenian 

Old Ruthenian 

pycKa(n) MOBat 1 ^ 
ruska(ja) mova 

Native to Polish-Lithuanian 

Commonwealth 
(influenced Church 
Slavonic - language 
of administration of 
Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania until 1699) 

Extinct Developed into 

Belarusian, 
Ukrainian and 
Rusyn. 

Language Indo-European 

family 

■ Balto-Slavic 
■ Slavic 
■ East Slavic 

■ Ruthenian 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Linguist List orv-olr (http://mu 
ltitree.org/codes/ 
orv-olr) 

Glottolog None 


























■ Lithuanian (Russian: /Imtobckmm s 3 biK) - possibly, exclusive 
reference to it in the contemporary Russia. Also by Zizaniy (end 
of the 16th century), Pamva Berynda (1653). 


Names in modern use 

■ (Old) Ruthenian - modern collective name, covering both Old 
Belarusian and Old Ukrainian languages, predominantly used by 
the 20th-century Lithuanian, also many Polish and English 
researchers. 

■ (Old) West Russian, language or dialect (Russian: (flpeBHuPi) 
3anaflHopyccKuu s3biK, Russian: (flpeBHee) 3anaflHopyccKoe 
Hapenue) - chiefly by the supporters of the concept of the Proto- 
Russian phase, especially since the end of the 19th century, e.g., 
by Karskiy, Shakhmatov. Russian Wikipedia uses the term West 
Russian written language (3anaflHopyccKnn nucbMem-ibiM S3bik). 

■ (Old) Belarusian (language) - rarely in contemporary Russia. Also 
Kryzhanich. The denotation Belarusian (language) (Russian: 
6e/iopyccKnn (s3biK)) when referring both to the 19th-century 
language and to the Medieval language had been used in works 
of the 19th-century Russian researchers Fyodor Buslayev, 
Ogonovskiy, Zhitetskiy, Sobolevskiy, Nedeshev, Vladimirov and 
Belarusian researchers, such as Karskiy. 

■ Lithuanian-Russian (Russian: /inTOBCKO-pyccKnn) - by 19th- 
century Russian researchers Keppen, archbishop Filaret, 
Sakharov, Karatayev. 

■ Lithuanian-Slavonic (Russian: /imoBO-c/iaBflHCKnn) - by 19th- 
century Russian researcher Baranovskiy.^ 

■ Old Ukrainian or staroukrajinska mova (Ukrainian: 
CTapoyKpa'iHCbKa MOBa). 

■ Chancery Slavonic - for the written form of Old Church Slavonic, 
influenced by various Ruthenian dialects and used in the 
chancery of Grand Duchy of Lithuania.^ 

■ ruski - used by Norman Davies in Vanished Kingdoms: The 
History of Half-Forgotten Europe (2011) 
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Ruthenian Language 
Grammar, by Stepan Smal- 
Stotsky and Theodor 
Gartner 



Ruthenian Bible Printed by 
Dr.Francysk Skaryna from 
the Glorious City of Polatsk 


See also 


■ Galicia (Eastern Europe) 
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East Slavic languages in 1389. 
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are shown in different colors. 
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